Saint Lawrence Catholic Church
January 5, 2020
Epiphany of the Lord
St. Lawrence Directory
Rectory Hours- - - Mon-Fri, 8:00am – noon
Rectory Phone- - - - - - - - - - 715-421-5777
Email - - - - - - - - - - slparishwr@gmail.com
Website - - - - - - - - - - saintlawrencewr.org
Facebook - - - - - - - “St. Lawrence Church”
DRE email
- - - -stlawrenceevangelization@gmail.com
Fr. Janusz’s contact information:
Emergency cell- - - - - - - 715-456-1450
Email - - - - januszek2002@yahoo.com
Parish Staff
Pastor - - - - - - - - - -Rev. Janusz Kowalski
Deacon - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Kevin Ray
Senior Deacon - - - - - - - - - - - -Jim Landry
Evangelization/Formation - - - - Dave Ecke
Secretary/Bookkeeper - - Wendy Schlaefer
Mass Schedule
Mon - Wed—Communion Service 7:00 am
Tuesday—6:00 pm
Thurs. & Fri.—7:00 am
Saturday—6:00 pm
Sunday—10:30 am

Sacraments
Baptism: Baptismal classes are required for parents having their infants
baptized. Contact Dave Ecke at the Parish Office.
Confession: Saturday 5:30 p.m. before Mass (weekday & Sunday) or by
appointment.
Marriage: PLEASE notify the Pastor/Parish Office as soon as you are engaged,
but not less than nine months prior to the wedding date. A marriage preparation
retreat is necessary, contact St. Vincent de Paul for upcoming dates (715) 4232111.
Anointing of the Sick: Those seriously ill or undergoing surgery should call the
rectory to request an appointment with Pastor Janusz.
530 Tenth Ave N, Wisconsin Rapids, Wisconsin, 54495
715-421-5777
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Sunday’s Scripture
Isaiah 60:1-6
Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6
Matthew 2:1-12
MASS INTENTIONS THIS WEEK

Monday, January 6
SOCIAL!!!
7:00 AM Com. Service
Please
join us
Tuesday, January 7
for
coffee
and
7:00 AM Com. Service
homemade
baked
6:00 PM †Mary Cournoyer
goods after Mass
Wednesday, January 8
on Sunday!
7:00 AM †Com. Service
Thursday, January 9
7:00 AM †Frank Thomas Family
10:00 AM Arborwood
Friday, January 10
7:00AM †Dick Thomas
12:00 PM Holy Hour
Saturday, January 11
6:00 PM Parishioners of St. Lawrence/St. Philip and guests
Sunday, January 12
10:30 AM †Fran Kopacz by his family
6:00 PM Sunday Evening Mass @ OLQH

SICK CALLS: Call Fr. Nathan 608-863-6762
Liturgical Roles – January 11th & 12th
Eucharist
6:00PM – Susie & Lenny Budzinski, Deacon
10:30 AM– Dawn Olson, Ken Lila, Deacon
Hospitality
6:00 PM — Jim & Dawn Weaver
10:30 AM — Greg P, Bobbette P
Lector

6:00PM – Mary Lou Hafenbredl
10:30AM – Trisha Anderson

Altar

6:00PM — Evan & Patrick Ruesch
10:30AM — Dmitri Pesko/Caroline Bovee

Music

6:00PM — Ann R/Kathi S.H.
10:30AM— Choir/Jerry O/Carol O

Snow Crew

#2-Haukes

FAITH FORMATION
The next Confirmation Classes are Sundays,
January 12th and 19th at 9:00.
Our next Faith Formation classes will be Wednesday,
January 8 at 6:00 p.m. for grades 1 through 8! We
will explore Mary the Mother of God and Epiphany.
The next Youth Mass will be on January 26.

Blest Art will be visiting your parish on behalf of the Christian families in Bethlehem, Palestine. Our mission is to
support those families in the Holy Land. When Blest Art visits your parish, we will have hand-carved nativity sets,
statues, crosses, rosaries, and many other pieces of beautiful olive wood art. We gladly accept cash, checks, and
all major credit cards. Please visit our display after masses at St. Lawrence on Saturday, January 11th and
Sunday, January 12th.
Isaiah 60:1-6 Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of Jehovah is risen upon thee. 2 For, behold, darkness shall
cover the earth, and gross darkness the peoples; but Jehovah will arise upon thee, and his glory shall be seen upon
thee. 3 And nations shall come to thy light, and kings to the brightness of thy rising.
4
Lift up thine eyes round about, and see: they all gather themselves together, they come to thee; thy sons shall come from far,
and thy daughters shall be [a]carried in the arms. 5 Then thou shalt see and be radiant, and thy heart shall thrill and be enlarged; because the abundance of the sea shall be turned unto thee, the wealth of the nations shall come unto thee. 6 The multitude of camels shall cover thee, the [b]dromedaries of Midian and Ephah; all they from Sheba shall come; they shall bring gold
and frankincense, and shall [c]proclaim the praises of Jehovah.
Ephesians 3:2-3, 5-7 2 if so be that ye have heard of the [a]dispensation of that grace of God which was given me to youward; 3 how that by revelation was made known unto me the mystery, as I wrote before in few words, 5 which in other generations was not made known unto the sons of men, as it hath now been revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets in the Spirit; 6 to wit, that the Gentiles are fellow-heirs, and fellow-members of the body, and fellow-partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the [a]gospel,
Matthew 2:1-12 2 Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of Herod the king, behold, [a]Wise-men
from the east came to Jerusalem, saying, 2 [b]Where is he that is born King of the Jews? for we saw his star in the east, and
are come to [c]worship him. 3 And when Herod the king heard it, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 And gathering
together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ should be born. 5 And they said
unto him, In Bethlehem of Judaea: for thus it is written through the prophet,
6 [d]And thou Bethlehem, land of Judah,
Art in no wise least among the princes of Judah:
For out of thee shall come forth a governor,
Who shall be shepherd of my people Israel.
7 Then Herod privily called the [e]Wise-men, and learned of them exactly [f]what time the star appeared. 8 And he sent them to
Bethlehem, and said, Go and search out exactly concerning the young child; and when ye have found him, bring me word, that
I also may come and [g]worship him. 9 And they, having heard the king, went their way; and lo, the star, which they saw in the
east, went before them, till it came and stood over where the young child was. 10 And when they saw the star, they rejoiced
with exceeding great joy. 11 And they came into the house and saw the young child with Mary his mother; and they fell down
and worshipped him; and opening their treasures they offered unto him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. 12 And being
warned of God in a dream that they should not return to Herod, they departed into their own country another way.
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Diocesan Annual Appeal Update We have received gifts and pledges of $29,470 towards our goal of $42,155. That’s 70% of
our goal! Thank you to the 104 families who gave!
Knights of Columbus Meetings:
January 9: Regular Council meeting at 7:00 pm with the Officer's meeting at 6:30 pm at Our Lady Queen of Heaven Cafeteria.
Men’s Renewal Retreat
What does it mean to “be a man of the cross”? Find out by joining us for a one-day retreat focusing on practical ways to daily live
out the Gospel call to be a disciple of Jesus Christ. We’ll receive great insights from Deacon Ralph Poyo, who was a favorite
speaker from the fall Men of the Cross Conference, to embrace our crosses and learn of ways to become the man, father, husband, son that God intended.
Details: When: February 15, 9am– 3pm Where: St. John the Baptist Parish, 201 W Blodgett St, Marshfield, WI
Cost: $25/person (Includes morning snack and lunch) - $30 at the door. To register, go to: http://menofthecross.org/
Webinar opportunity about the harm of pornography -In this January 13 webinar, Jeff Arrowood and Alice Heinzen will
explain why pornography - even just a small dose of it - is immediately harmful to persons. Then, they will work with you on ways
to speak reasonably about its dangers at the right time and place, with the most loving dynamic and approach during the next
Necessary Conversation webinar for adults and parents. Register at www.twl4parents.com/webinar. The $6 cost will include participation in the webinar, numerous downloadable resources and access to the post webinar recording.
Is your marriage drifting apart? - Retrouvaille is designed to give you the tools you need to restore joy and hope to your
marriage. Next retreat in our area will be February 14-16, 2020, at St. Anthony Spirituality Center in Marathon. “We Needed to
Refresh Our Marriage …It was wonderful.” See more comments from program participants at HelpOurMarriage.org . For more
information, call 877-922-HOPE (4673) Fully Confidential; or go to: https://diolc.org/marriage/marriage-help/
Feed My Starving Children MobilePack Feb. 21-22, 2020 – Stevens Point Through a Feed My Starving Children (FMSC)
MobilePack™ event at the Stevens Point Airport, Noel Hangar, on February 21-22, 2020, our community will provide 108,000
nutritious meals for God’s starving children around the world. We invite you to join us! We need 545 volunteers to pack meals
and help raise $26,000 for this MobilePack™ event. Adults and children 5 years and older will measure and scoop ingredients,
seal bags and prepare boxes for shipping. Volunteer registration will open online in January. Event Coordinator is Michelle
Shulfer: 715-346-2780, mshulfer@uwsp.edu.
Wisconsin Rapids Deanery "Serenity" Grief Support Group will meet in the St. Vincent de Paul School (Room 105), Wisc.
Rapids, on Monday, February 3rd, 1-2pm. If you or someone you know is grieving the loss of a loved one, please join us for an
evening of listening, sharing, prayer, fellowship, refreshments & free self-help materials.
The Answers To Questions—Part One
By Father Janusz
When our lives become more experienced, when we look more often for the sense of our present and future times, we
receive good answers. These can build our foundation, and we need a strong
foundation. What to do and how to do it? I would like to be sure that these answers are the best. I am a person who believes in
God, who belongs to the church, therefore I should find my very important answers in my church. The church gives me the
word of God. These words of God I find in the bible every day. Do you read the bible?
Every day I am looking for answers about my life. I am wondering about the first questions in the old and new testament and
also about two questions which finish the old and new testament. I found a very interesting message which was given to us by
God. Let’s look closer at these questions.
The first question will be found in the first book of the bible, the book of Genesis in Chapter 3: 1. “Did God really tell you not
to eat from any of the trees in the garden”? This question is at the same time a lie. The snake asked a question of Eve. In this
sentence it’s easy for us to notice a hidden lie, especially when we remember what God said to Adam. “You are free to eat
from any of the trees of the garden except the tree of knowledge of good and bad. From that tree you shall not eat; the
moment you eat from it you are surely doomed to die”. Genesis 2: 16-17. The snake (evil) changed the meaning of the words
of God because he figured this would be the best way to start communication with human beings. This conversation became
the beginning of the last, which we have here with the first temptation of the world. He knows our strength and development of
our spiritual lives. Evil is a very intelligent spirit, trying to fill our daily problems with easy promises. The temptation is the same,
always the same question, “Did God say that…” The best for us is to discuss this.
The second question which finishes the old Testament is about “fall”. This question we found in the Book of Malachi, 3:1314. “You have said, ‘It is vain to serve God and what do we profit by keeping his command, and going about in
penitential dress in awe of the Lord of hosts?” That is the last speech of the prophet about people, who do the evil work. These
kind of situations on behalf of people give bad example to believers and people who love God. Scandal can lead to
imitation of the weak one. Today we often hear what kind of reason do I have to go to Church? What do I gain from obeying
the commandments? Where is justice? Some people don’t do anything and they do well? A man who on the way
discovers divine mercy of God will never ask these kind of questions. God set up to look for fallen people, to give them hope,
support them by love, and let them know it is time to stand up and to continue your journey with Me.
Pro-Life Corner: It's time that we recognize the
Supreme Court is not the Supreme Being, and we need to
change the policy to be pro-life and protect children instead
of rip out their body parts and sell them like they're parts
of an automobile. There will be no peace on earth until
abortion is a thing of the past.

Eucharistic Adoration: The Marian Center for Peace encourages everyone to spend time with Jesus, truly present, in the
Eucharist in the chapel. The chapel is open 24 hours/day except
during the Easter Triduum. Bishop Callahan decreed the Marian
Center for Peace as a Private Association of the Faithful in the
Diocese of La Crosse. It is located at 241 Apricot St, Wisc. Rapids
on the grounds of Saints Peter and Paul parish.

