January 7, 2018, The Epiphany of the Lord
Sunday’s Scripture
Isaiah 60:1-6
Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6
Matthew 2:1-12

Monday, January 8
10:30 AM Com. Service
Tuesday, January 9
7:00 AM Com. Service
Wednesday, January 10
7:00 AM Com Service
Thursday, January 11
7:00AM Health of Courtney
10:00AM Arborwood
Friday, January 12
7:00 AM Bernard and Helen Steckbauer, Mark
Steckbauer, and Julie Schroer
12:00 PM Holy Hour
Saturday, January 13
5:30 PM Confessions
6:00 PM Parish of St. Lawrence/St. Philip, & guests
Sunday, January 14
10:30 AM Father Dave
6:00PM Sunday Evening Mass @ OLQH

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION DATES AND NOTES:
Jan 10—Gr 1-8 (6:00-7:15)Virtue-Counsel
Jan. 14—Conf (9:00am) Chosen
Jan. 17—Gr 1-8 (6:00-7:15)Virtue-Fortitude
Jan. 21—Conf (9:00am) Chosen
Jan. 24—Gr 1-8 (6:00-7:15)Virtue-Piety
Jan. 28—Conf (9:00am) Chosen
Jan. 31—Gr 1-8 (6:00-7:15)Virtue-Fear of the Lord
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SICK CALLS—Call Fr. Swing 715-886-3422

GIVE ONLINE!

Use the Giving Button on our parish
website!
https://www.saintlawrencewr.org/

It’s convenient and easy!
Please call Wendy or stop by the Rectory with any
questions. 715-421-5777.
Diocesan Annual Appeal Update
Target:
$35,895
Gifts and Pledges $28,536
% of goal reached 80%
Thank you to everyone who has turned
in your cards and gifts!
Why Go to Church?
A Church-goer wrote a letter to the editor of a
newspaper and complained that it made no
sense to go to church every Sunday. He wrote:
"I've gone for 30 years now, and in that time I
have heard something like 3,000 sermons, but for
the life of me, I can't remember a single one of
them. So, I think I'm wasting my time, the
preachers and priests are wasting theirs by giving sermons at all".
This started a real controversy in the "Letters to
the Editor" column. Much to the delight of the
editor, it went on for weeks until someone wrote
this clincher:

Knights of Columbus - All 3rd Degree Members
A Fourth Degree Exemplification will take place
March 3rd at Janesville, WI
If interested call Ron Shymanski at 423-0939

"I've been married for 30 years now. In that
time my wife has cooked some 32,000 meals.
But, for the life of me, I cannot recall the entire
menu for a single one of those meals. But I do
know this: They all nourished me and gave me
the strength I needed to do my work. If my wife
had not given me these meals, I would be physically dead today. Likewise, if I had not gone to
church for nourishment, I would be spiritually
dead today!"

Anointing of the Sick
In James 5:14 we read “Is anyone among you sick? Then
he must call for the elders of the church and they are to
pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the
Lord.” Anointing is not just for the dying. It is also available
for anyone suffering from chronic health problems,
anticipating a surgery, or undergoing medical testing.
Please call the office 715-421-5777 or talk to Father Dave
after Mass to schedule an anointing for you or a loved one.

Please watch the weather!
When area schools are closed because of bad
weather, weekday Masses and services will be
canceled as well!

Upcoming Events:
January 18-21—Retreat for Mothers with Fr Eric Nielsen
Call St. Anthony’s for details. 715-443-2236 or
info@sarcenter.com, or check them out online
www.sarcenter.com

Liturgical Roles – January 13 & 14
Eucharist
6:00PM – Sarah Baumgart, Judy Ruffi, Dawn Olson
10:30AM - Michelle Weinfurter, Trisha Anderson, Deac. Jim
Hospitality

6:00PM - Tom & Val Pankonen
10:30AM - Leon & Janee Romatowski

Lector:

6:00PM - Paul Stoltz
10:30AM - Jon Anderson

Altar
Music

6:00PM - Charleigh Krause & Natasha Quinnell
10:30AM - Dan & Wyatt Erdmann
6:00PM - Julanne S/Lee T
10:30AM - Mary Pat E/Janet A

Snow Removal Volunteers: Chuck Kizewski, Mike & Marlene
Winters

Marriage Problems? We can help.
Retrouvaille is for couples with marital problems that
want marriage help. Those who are considering
marriage separation and those who are already
separated or divorced are encouraged to consider the
Retrouvaille Program. There is always hope of reviving your relationship.
The next Retrouvaille weekend retreat will be held on
February 9-11, 2018 at St. Anthony’s Spirituality Center
in Marathon, WI. Space is limited.
Email centralwi@retrouvaille.org for more information.

Wisconsin Rapids Deanery "Serenity" Grief Support
Group will meet in the St. Vincent de Paul School
(Room 105), Wisc. Rapids, on Monday, January 8th ,
6-7p.m. If you or someone you know is grieving the
loss of a loved one, please join us for an evening of
listening, sharing, prayer, fellowship, refreshments &
free self-help materials.
OLQH Kindergarten Visits

Ponczka Sale: St. Mary-Torun, 5589 Dewey
Drive, Stevens Point is taking orders for their annual Ponczka Sale held on Saturday, January 20.
Order now to make sure you can get your tasty
Ponczka! Cost is $7.50 per dozen for unfilled and
$8.00 per dozen for prune or raspberry jelly
filled. Place your order by calling 715-344-9665 or
715-575-1719, emailing ponczka@toruncatholic.org
or online at www.toruncatholic.org/ponczka. All
orders can be picked up on January 20 after 3pm.

Stewardship Reflection: January 7, 2018
The Epiphany of the Lord
Today is the Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord. For
centuries we as Catholics celebrated this Feast on Jan. 6,
but the decision was made a number of years ago (at least
in the United States) to celebrate the Epiphany on the
Sunday which falls between Jan. 2 and Jan. 8.
“Epiphany” means “manifestation.” It is on this day that
Jesus Christ, the Messiah, is revealed as the light of all
nations. Officially Christmas is not over. In fact, the recommendation of the Church is that on this day those who
display a crèche, a nativity or manger scene, should replace
the shepherd and sheep with the Magi and their likely animals on which they traveled as well as their gifts. However,
that is all secondary to the real meaning of this day.
At Christmas the Messiah Jesus was revealed to the
shepherds, who were Jewish. But on this day the Lord is
revealed to all nations and to the Gentiles (represented by
the Magi). We are all familiar with the star the Magi
followed, but we need to understand all that is happening
and what it means. This all represents the Light of Christ, a
Light which today we honor and commemorate. We are
called to be the Light of Christ right now to those around us
and those with whom we come in contact. That way we can
be the disciples Christ wants us to be.
The poet William Cullen Bryant captures the significance of
the star the Magi followed very well when he wrote, “O Father, may that Holy Star, Grow every year more bright, And
send its glorious beams afar, To fill the world with light.”

Knights of Columbus Events
January 8: Fourth Degree Dinner at OLQH Cafeteria. Social at 5:45pm, dinner at 6:30pm.
January 11: Regular Council meeting at 7:00pm,
Officers meeting at 6:30pm in the cafeteria of OLQH.
New Faith Alive Book on the Beatitudes
Christopher Ruff has written a new book for small groups,
titled “Blessed Are You” and centered on the Beatitudes
(available Feb. 7).Like the previous books in the Discipleship Series, it includes Scripture, prayer and stories of
people who exemplify each theme. It also incorporates
discussion questions and a modest service component to
put faith in action. To order ($10 each), call the Office for
Ministries and Social Concerns at 608-791-0161 email
ministries@diolc.org. Visit www.diolc.org/faith-alive for
more information and a preview.
National Migration Week Jan. 7-14
For nearly a half century, the Catholic Church in the United
States has celebrated National Migration Week, an opportunity
to reflect on the circumstances confronting immigrants, refugees,
children, and human trafficking survivors. This year, the theme,
"Many Journeys, One Family," will draw attention to the fact
that all of our families have a migration story: some recent and
others in the distant past. Regardless of where we are and where
we came from, we are called to live together in solidarity.
Webinar: On January 12 at 2:00 pm EST, USCCB/MRS is cosponsoring a webinar with Catholic Charities USA that will provide education on the Share the Journey Campaign on migration.
The webinar will highlight efforts to promote Church teaching
on migration. Archbishop Joseph Kurtz of Louisville, KY, and
Bishop John Dolan of San Diego will headline the event.

