Saint Lawrence Catholic Church
January 26, 2020
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
St. Lawrence Directory
Rectory Hours- - - Mon-Fri, 8:00am – noon
Rectory Phone- - - - - - - - - - 715-421-5777
Email - - - - - - - - - - slparishwr@gmail.com
Website - - - - - - - - - - saintlawrencewr.org
Facebook - - - - - - - “St. Lawrence Church”
DRE email
- - - -stlawrenceevangelization@gmail.com
Fr. Janusz’s contact information:
Emergency cell- - - - - - - 715-456-1450
Email - - - - januszek2002@yahoo.com
Parish Staff
Pastor - - - - - - - - - -Rev. Janusz Kowalski
Deacon - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Kevin Ray
Senior Deacon - - - - - - - - - - - -Jim Landry
Parish Facilities Manager—Tom Pankonen
Evangelization/Formation - - - - Dave Ecke
Secretary/Bookkeeper - - Wendy Schlaefer
Mass Schedule
Mon - Wed—Communion Service 7:00 am
Tuesday—6:00 pm
Thurs. & Fri.—7:00 am
Saturday—6:00 pm
Sunday—10:30 am

Sacraments
Baptism: Baptismal classes are required for parents having their infants
baptized. Contact Father Janusz at the Parish Office.
Confession: Saturday 5:30 p.m. before Mass (weekday & Sunday) or by
appointment.
Marriage: Please notify the Pastor/Parish Office as soon as you are engaged,
but not less than nine months prior to the wedding date. A marriage preparation
retreat is necessary, call St. Vincent de Paul for upcoming dates (715) 423-2111.
Anointing of the Sick: Those seriously ill or undergoing surgery should call the
rectory to request an appointment with Pastor Janusz.
530 Tenth Ave N, Wisconsin Rapids, Wisconsin, 54495
715-421-5777
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Sunday’s Scripture
Isaiah 8:23-9:3
1 Corinthians 1:10-13,17
Matthew 4:12-23
MASS INTENTIONS THIS WEEK

Monday, January 27
7:00 AM Com. Service
Please let the
Tuesday, January 28
office know if you
7:00 AM Com. Service
would like to
6:00 PM
schedule
Wednesday, January 29
intentions for
7:00 AM Com. Service
your loved ones.
Thursday, January 30
There are many
7:00 AM †Tom & Donna Schooley
Masses
10:00 AM Arborwood
Friday, January 31
available in 2020.
7:00AM †David Sullivan
12:00 PM Holy Hour
Saturday, February 1
6:00 PM †Alex & Fern Schiferl
Sunday, February 2
10:30 AM †Judie Schiferl
6:00 PM Sunday Evening Mass @ OLQH

SICK CALLS: Call Fr. Becker 715-383-0894
Liturgical Roles – February 1st & 2nd
Eucharist 6:00PM – Judy Ruffi, Sue Akey, Patrick Ruesch
10:30 AM– Wendy Schooley, Dawn Olson, Deacon Kevin
Hospitality 6:00 PM — Hernandez Family
10:30 AM — Greg P/Bobbette P
Lector

6:00PM – Patrick Ruesch
10:30AM – John Lucin

Altar

6:00PM — Mya Hernandez, Caroline Bovee
10:30AM — Matthew & Jackson Schooley

Music

6:00PM — Bill A/Ann R
10:30AM— Choir/Jerry/Carol

Snow Crew #1—Team Erdmann

FAITH FORMATION
The next Confirmation Classes are Sunday,
February 2 and 9 at 9:00am.
Our next Faith Formation classes will be Wednesday,
February 5 at 6:00pm for grades 1 through 8. We will
explore Mass: Jesus, public life and miracles

Isaiah 8:23—9:3 First the Lord degraded the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali; but in the end he has glorified the seaward road,
the land west of the Jordan, the District of the Gentiles. Anguish has taken wing, dispelled is darkness: for there is no gloom where but now
there was distress. The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; upon those who dwelt in the land of gloom a light has
shone. You have brought them abundant joy and great rejoicing, as they rejoice before you as at the harvest, as people make merry when
dividing spoils. For the yoke that burdened them, the pole on their shoulder, and the rod of their taskmaster you have smashed, as on the
day of Midian.
1 Corinthians 1:10-13, 17 I urge you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree in what you say, and
that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and in the same purpose. For it has been reported to me
about you, my brothers and sisters, by Chloe’s people, that there are rivalries among you. I mean that each of you is saying, “I belong to
Paul,” or “I belong to Apollos,” or “I belong to Cephas,” or “I belong to Christ.” Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you
baptized in the name of Paul? For Christ did not send me to baptize but to preach the gospel, and not with the wisdom of human eloquence, so that the cross of Christ might not be emptied of its meaning.
Matthew 4:12-23 When Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. He left Nazareth and went to live in Capernaum
by the sea, in the region of Zebulun and Naphtali, that what had been said through Isaiah the prophet might be fulfilled: Land of Zebulun
and land of Naphtali, the way to the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles, the people who sit in darkness have seen a great light,
on those dwelling in a land overshadowed by death light has arisen. From that time on, Jesus began to preach and say, “Repent, for the
kingdom of heaven is at hand.”
As he was walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon who is called Peter, and his brother Andrew, casting a net into the
sea; they were fishermen. He said to them, “Come after me, and I will make you fishers of men.” At once they left their nets and followed
him. He walked along from there and saw two other brothers, James, the son of Zebedee, and his brother John. They were in a boat, with
their father Zebedee, mending their nets. He called them, and immediately they left their boat and their father and followed him. He went
around all of Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom, and curing every disease and illness among the
people.
Stewardship Bulletin Reflection — January 26, 2020 Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
Today’s readings remind us that stewardship is not just a thing we do. Rather, stewardship is at the core of who we are as disciples of
Christ. Our first reading, from Isaiah, contains this prophecy of Christ and what His saving message would mean to all who embrace it. “The
people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; upon those who dwelt in the land of gloom a light has shone.” We are among those
blessed people on whom the light of Christ has shone. By virtue of our baptism, we, who were once in the darkness of original sin, have
been reborn into the great light that is God’s grace in us.
What a privilege! Yet, with this privilege comes the responsibility to live for God and bring His good news to all we meet at work, at school,
in our community, and right in our own home — in other words to live as His good stewards.
And, there is a certain urgency that comes with the call to a stewardship way of life as we see in our Gospel passage from Matthew. Jesus
says, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” In other words, turn away from selfishness, turn towards God and live as His disciple
now — don’t wait!
In this same passage, the very first disciples give us examples of a good steward’s prompt “yes” when the Lord called to them. Our Lord
invites them to “Come after me and I will make you fishers of men.” They did not hesitate but “immediately left their boat and followed him.”
They put our Lord and His will first.
This is the essence of a stewardship way of life — to be always ready for the ways our Lord is calling us to bring His light to others. It’s
more than something we do. It’s who we are.
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FYI—Father Janusz will be away Tuesday, January 28th through Tuesday, February 11th.
Cleaning Day has been set for church dining hall/ kitchen for Tuesday Feb 4, 2020 beginning at 8:30am. Both
standing and sitting jobs will be available. Bring buckets and cleaning supplies. We can use men for some
of jobs so if know anyone interested please encourage them to come.
Diocesan Annual Appeal Update We have received gifts and pledges of $33,119 towards our goal of $42,155. That’s 79% of
our goal! Thank you to the 111 families who gave!
Men’s Renewal Retreat
What does it mean to “be a man of the cross”? Find out by joining us for a one-day retreat focusing on practical ways to daily live
out the Gospel call to be a disciple of Jesus Christ. We’ll receive great insights from Deacon Ralph Poyo, who was a favorite
speaker from the fall Men of the Cross Conference, to embrace our crosses and learn of ways to become the man, father, husband, son that God intended.
Details: When: February 15, 9am– 3pm Where: St. John the Baptist Parish, 201 W Blodgett St, Marshfield, WI
Cost: $25/person (Includes morning snack and lunch) - $30 at the door. To register, go to: http://menofthecross.org/
Is your marriage drifting apart? - Retrouvaille is designed to give you the tools you need to restore joy and hope to your
marriage. Next retreat in our area will be February 14-16, 2020, at St. Anthony Spirituality Center in Marathon. “We Needed to
Refresh Our Marriage …It was wonderful.” See more comments from program participants at HelpOurMarriage.org . For more
information, call 877-922-HOPE (4673) Fully Confidential; or go to: https://diolc.org/marriage/marriage-help/
Feed My Starving Children MobilePack Feb. 21-22, 2020 – Stevens Point Through a Feed My Starving Children (FMSC)
MobilePack™ event at the Stevens Point Airport, Noel Hangar, on February 21-22, 2020, our community will provide 108,000
nutritious meals for God’s starving children around the world. We invite you to join us! We need 545 volunteers to pack meals
and help raise $26,000 for this MobilePack™ event. Adults and children 5 years and older will measure and scoop ingredients,
seal bags and prepare boxes for shipping. Volunteer registration will open online in January. Event Coordinator is Michelle
Shulfer: 715-346-2780, mshulfer@uwsp.edu.
Wisconsin Rapids Deanery "Serenity" Grief Support Group will meet in the St. Vincent de Paul School (Room 105), Wisc.
Rapids, on Monday, February 3rd, 1-2pm. If you or someone you know is grieving the loss of a loved one, please join us for an
evening of listening, sharing, prayer, fellowship, refreshments & free self-help materials.
End of Life and Estate Planning Workshop sponsored by Catholic United Financial, January 28th at 5:30pm, Assumption
School Library. Leaving a legacy isn’t just for the Well-To-Do, it’s for everyone…and it is easier than you think. RSVP Vickie at
920-475-3196 (call or text) or vgiacalone@catholicunited.org.
Wisconsin Rapids Deanery Movie Night Tuesday, January 28th at 6:45PM in the Assumption Library. Two movies by Steve
Ray, “Over Holy Ground”, an aerial view of the Holy Land and “Pilgrimage.” Future movie nights are planned.

Abortion and Child Abuse
Abortion teaches us that violence is an acceptable way to deal with difficult life problems. It teaches us that human beings are
only valuable if they meet certain criteria, and it teaches us that the strong have a legal right to kill the weak and defenseless.
When the unique value of individual human life is trampled upon, society inevitably suffers.
Abortion advocates argue just the opposite. They purport that aborting “unwanted” children will reduce child abuse, neglect, poverty and violence and will generally lead to happier families. However, our experience since 1973 proves that this theory does
not work. During that time, over 60 million “unwanted” babies have been denied the right to live, yet we have more crime, more
violence, more dead-beat dads, and more gangs.
The list goes on.
Abortion advocates even argue that abortion is an effective way to prevent crime since it eliminates those who are “most likely”
to commit crimes, more specifically the babies of poor mothers. Dianne Glass wrote an article supporting this radical idea. It is
hard to believe that in this age, people could argue that human beings should be executed for crimes they may commit in the
future and that abortion is the answer to solving poverty. Indeed, it is a truly frightening social policy!
In the final analysis, it is only logical to conclude that societies who are willing to abort children before birth will be far more likely
to abuse them after birth. Abortion is child abuse, and it is the most severe form of abuse in existence.
Pro-Life Articles

Pro-Life Corner:
Unless liberty is devoted to the defense of life, neither
life nor liberty can survive. Without life, nothing else
|matters. Support and join pro-life today.

School News Catholic Schools Week will be
celebrated Jan 27—Feb 2. Please join us in our
excitement and spread the word about what a great
school we have here. If you would like to visit our schools
and see what a day in the life of a Catholic school student
entails. Please call the ACS Enrollment office at 715-4220900 to make a reservation.

