Saint Lawrence Catholic Church
April 19th, 2020 : Divine Mercy Sunday
St. Lawrence Directory
Rectory Hours- - - Mon-Fri, 8:00am – noon
Rectory Phone- - - - - - - - - - 715-421-5777
Email - - - - - - - - - - slparishwr@gmail.com
Website - - - - - - - - - - saintlawrencewr.org
Facebook - - - - - - - “St. Lawrence Church”
DRE email
- - - -stlawrenceevangelization@gmail.com
Fr. Janusz’s contact information:
Emergency cell- - - - - - - 715-456-1450
Email - - - - januszek2002@yahoo.com
Parish Staff
Pastor - - - - - - - - - - - Rev. Janusz Kowalski
Deacon - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Kevin Ray
Senior Deacon - - - - - - - - - - - - Jim Landry
Parish Facilities Manager - - Tom Pankonen
Evangelization/Formation - - - - - Dave Ecke
Secretary/Bookkeeper - - - - - - - Kim Siegler

Church Open Times
*St. Lawrence Church will be open*
Everyday 8am - Noon
*St. Philip Church will be open*
Everyday 8 am - Noon
Confession Times
St. Lawrence Church
Tuesday 8am - 9am
And 5pm - 6pm
Please remember there can
be no more then
10 people in the Church at a time.

Thank you to all who have continued to support
Saint Lawrence both by your prayers and donations!
Dear Parishioners,
Please keep in mind that if you need any
assistance or help, especially during these
uncertain days, please call the parish office at 715-421-5777. We are more then
happy to comfort and aid you.

OFFERTORY
While this may be a very difficult time for all of us financially, I
would ask that we all do what we can to continue to contribute
to the offertory either online, by mail, or dropping off envelopes
or offertory to the church
offices during office hours.
Give Online Safe and Secure at: https://diolc.org/st-lawrence-wi-rapids/

530 Tenth Ave N, Wisconsin Rapids, Wisconsin, 54495 715-421-5777

SUNDAY READINGS
Acts 2: 42-47
1 Peter 1: 3-9
John 20: 19-31

Feel free to cut out any photos, prayers or quotes from the
bulletin to use as a bookmark or to send to your love ones in
a note letting them know you are thinking of them!
God's Mercy 2020

Today we are celebrating Divine Mercy Sunday. This Sunday and its name has a profound effect on our hearts and
our lives. We have been celebrating this Sunday for years because we believe it is highly important for our life and salvation. Every year we try to find a new and deeper meaning for God's message. God addressed His message of mercy to all of
us but Saint Faustina Kowalska used it. The first and fundamental question today should be how do I understand God's mercy? What do I expect from this mercy? What kind of mercy do I expect from God? How do I collaborate with this mercy on
a daily basis? This Sunday is not just for questions; this is a Sunday of answers to the most important questions in life!
Thinking about God's mercy, we often want God to free us from our gray everyday life and give us new opportunities. What is Jesus' first gift to his disciples? Jesus comes and breathes the Holy Spirit on them. Jesus says, take the Holy
Spirit, whose sins are forgiven and they are forgiven... Here Jesus appears faithful, because in the Upper Room he promised
them the Spirit. Jesus calls him (the Spirit) the Father's promise. After death and resurrection, this Spirit is the first and most
important gift. There is also a declaration of what this Spirit is to do in the students. The spirit is given for the forgiveness of
sins. “He will convince you of sin”, Jesus said. A comforter means a lawyer. This comforter was given to them and to us.
The Spirit, a strange Lawyer who convinces me of sin, my sin. This Spirit does not say, “do not worry, everything will be all
right”, but He says “you are a sinner and it needs to be changed”. How strange is this Lawyer! What does this mean for us?
Well, the Spirit says that problems cannot be solved by plucking at them from the outside. You have to go inside. What is at
the bottom of my misfortune? This is my sin. This is where the problem with me and my relation with another person begins. Sin…. We seek God's mercy, but we are afraid that he may touch that Spirit, the Lawyer, in us. Not speaking about sin
is showing a lack of mercy, that is why man is left with problems. Every sin I confess, to which I confess, is nailed to the
cross and will be forgiven, because the Spirit convinces me to see this sin and confess it. This sin is forgiven and the problem is solved. We see this sin not only in the world but in ourselves, confess it and be redeemed.
A boy liked to sit at the well in the town square every day. He would look and watch the people but there was of the
month that he enjoyed the most that was when the gypsies came to the village. It was cheerful and loud when they came by.
It also interested the boy that every time they visited an old gypsy would come to the well, take in a bucket of water, drink it,
and then would look at the bottom of the well for a long time. Then he left. The boy was intrigued by this event. He too
would approach the well and look, but never saw anything. One day, when he saw the old gypsy who had would drink the
water and look into the well, he approached him with courage and asked, “What do you see there?” The Gypsy answered, “I
see God.” The boy replied “I don't believe it!” But the Gypsy said, “come and see.” The boy looked but saw nothing, and
said again “I can't see anything here.” The Gypsy replied “look at the water, what do you see?” The boy looked and responded, “I see myself!” Then the gypsy asked, “now you know where God lives.”
Ps. God has one favorite place where he likes to dwell. This place is you! Your heart, your mind, your soul. If you
want to find God, you must go deeply into the well that is you, and you will find Him there.
- Fr.Janusz Please promote the TV Mass as you can using
your parish website and social media.
The Cathedral Live Stream Schedule is available at diolc.org/live
Please note that live and prerecorded Sunday
Mass is
available via diolc.org, the diocesan YouTube
channel, Facebook, and televised at Wisconsin
Rapids (Public Access), Channel 985 and
Channel 3 at 6:00 a.m. and 1:00 pm. Sunday.

Intentions for the Week
Sunday, April 19th - Eugene and Marlene Burns
Tuesday, April 21st - Judie Schiferl
Wednesday, April 22nd - Arden Kirst
Thursday, April 23rd - Dorris Mancle Siems
Friday, April 24th - Dick Thomas
Saturday, April 25th - For the Parish
Sunday, April 26th - Dick Rucinski
For health and healing for Theresa Zanetti,
Jim Balzer, Mel Sullivan, Marie Kaszuba
and all whose names appear on the prayer list, we pray to the Lord.

“It is a great thing to know how to make use of the present moment.” - Maria Faustina Kowalska

This year’s Easter Flowers
where in memory of:
Francis McHugh
Patty Zimmerman
Joseph Szafranek
Gertrude Szafranek
Norbert Szafranek
John T. Carroll
Mary Jane Moody
Thank you to ALL who
donated for Easter Flowers this
year, they made our
church BEAUTIFUL!!!

Anyone who has Gun Raffle tickets, sold or unsold, please return them to the parish office. Thanks!
Pope Francis’ Prayer to Mary
during the Corona
Virus Pandemic
O Mary, you always shine on our path as a
sign of salvation and of hope. We entrust
ourselves to you, Health of the Sick, who
at the cross took part in Jesus’ pain, keeping your faith firm. You, Salvation of the
Roman People, know what we need, and we are sure you will
provide so that, as in Cana of Galilee, we may return to joy
and to feasting after this time of trial. Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform to the will of the Father and to do as we
are told by Jesus, who has taken upon himself our sufferings
and carried our sorrows to lead us, through the cross, to the joy
of the resurrection. Amen. Under your protection, we seek
refuge, Holy Mother of God. Do not disdain the entreaties of
we who are in trial, but deliver us from every danger,
O glorious and blessed Virgin. Amen.

MAKE ME LAUGH
A little girl was sitting on her grandfather’s lap as he read
her a bedtime story. From time to time, she would take her
eyes off the book and reach up to touch his wrinkled cheek.
She was alternately stroking her own cheek, then his again.
Finally she spoke up, “Grandpa, did God make you?”
“Yes, sweetheart,” he answered, “God made me a
long time ago.”
“Oh,” she paused, “Grandpa, did God make me too?”
“Yes, indeed, honey,” he said, “God made you just a little
while ago.”
Feeling their respective faces again, the little girl observed,
“God’s getting better at it, isn’t He?”

The History of Divine Mercy Sunday
The Octave, or eighth day, of Easter has always been considered special by Christians. Christ, after His Resurrection, revealed Himself to His
disciples, but Saint Thomas wasn't with them. He declared that he would never believe that Christ had risen from the dead until he could see
Him in the flesh and probe Christ's wounds with his own hands. This earned him the name "Doubting Thomas."
A week after Christ rose from the dead, He appeared once again to His disciples, and this time Thomas was there. His doubt was vanquished,
and he professed His belief in Christ.
Nineteen centuries later, Christ appeared to a Polish nun, Sr. Maria Faustina Kowalska, in a series of visions that took place over almost eight
years. Among those visions, Christ revealed the Divine Mercy Novena, which He asked Sister Faustina to pray for nine days, beginning
on Good Friday. That meant that the novena ended on the Saturday after Easter — the eve of the Octave of Easter. Thus, since novenas are
commonly prayed in advance of a feast, the Feast of Divine Mercy — Divine Mercy Sunday — was born.
In His revelations to Sister Faustina, Our Lord asked for special prayer and meditation on His Passion each afternoon at the three o'clock hour,
the hour that recalls His death on the cross.
Jesus said to Sister Faustina, "At three o'clock, implore My mercy, especially for sinners; and, if only for a brief moment, immerse yourself in
My Passion, particularly in My abandonment at the moment of agony. This is the hour of great mercy ... In this hour I will refuse nothing to the
soul that makes a request of Me in virtue of My Passion.

