Saint Lawrence Catholic Church
Pastor, Rev. David Bruener

Deacons, Jim Landry and Kevin Ray

Christmas Mass Schedule
December 24
St. Lawrence 6:00pm
St. Philip 8:00pm

December 16, 2018
Third Sunday
of Advent

December 25
St. Philip 8:30am
St. Lawrence 10:30am

St. Lawrence Catholic Church

Mass Schedule

530 Tenth Avenue North
Wisconsin Rapids, Wisconsin, 54495
Rectory/Office: (715) 421-5777
Email: slparishwr@gmail.com
Fr. Dave’s email: frdavebruener@gmail.com
Website: SaintLawrenceWR.org
Facebook: “St. Lawrence Church”

Mon - Wed. –Communion Service 7:00 a.m.
Thurs. & Fri. –7:00 a.m.
Saturday—6:00 p.m.
Sunday—10:30 a.m.

Catholic School Contacts:

Mon—Fri:
8:00 a.m. –12:00 p.m.
Secretary/Bookkeeper-- Wendy Schlaefer
Evangelization/Formation—Dave Ecke
Email:stlawrenceevangelization@gmail.com

Saint Lawrence Early Childhood Center
(715) 422-0990
Assumption Catholic Schools Office
(715) 422-0900

Secretary/Office Hours

Sacraments
We are a Spirit-filled family of believers, with the
Gospel values of Jesus Christ as our guide and
mission. We commit ourselves to building a
community that involves all our members and opens
our hearts to all people. We celebrate God’s presence
in all of life.
If you are looking for a Church home and are
considering Saint Lawrence, contact our office to find
out more about us or to become a member.
God Bless You!

Baptism: Baptismal classes are required for
parents having their infants baptized.
Contact Dave Ecke at the Parish Office.
Confession: Saturday 5:30 p.m. or by
appointment.
Marriage: PLEASE notify the Pastor/Parish
Office as soon as you are engaged, but not
less than nine months prior to the wedding
date. A marriage preparation retreat is
necessary, contact St. Vincent de Paul for
upcoming dates (715) 423-2111.
Anointing of the Sick: Those seriously ill or
undergoing surgery should call the Pastor.
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Sunday’s Scripture
Micah 5:1-4a
Hebrews 10:5-10
Luke 1:39-45

Monday,
7:00 AM
Tuesday,
7:00 AM
Wednesday,
7:00 AM
Thursday,
7:00 AM
10:00 AM

December 17
Com. Service
December 18
Com. Service
December 19
Com. Service
December 20
Al Lovesee
Arborwood: Clem &
Lavonne Ruesch
Friday,
December 21
7:00 AM Vermelda Broderick
12:00 PM Holy Hour
Saturday,
December 22
6:00 PM Parishioners of St. Lawrence and St. Philip
Sunday,
December 23
10:30 AM Bernard & Helen Steckbauer, Mark
Steckbauer & Julie Schroer
6:00PM

SICK CALLS:

Call Fr. Becker 715-383-0894

Join us as we celebrate Deacon Jim’s 25th anniversary of
his ordination! We will have a reception in the Gathering
Hall after Mass today.
ADVENT PENANCE SERVICES
December 18—OLQH, 6:30pm
December 20—Sacred Heart, Nekoosa 6:30pm
December 21—St. Joachim's, Pittsville 6:30pm

Sunday Evening Mass @ OLQH

Year End Contribution Reminder
If you wish to claim a contribution as a 2018 tax deduction,
you must have it to the parish office by December 31st. If
mailed, it must be postmarked on or before December 31st.
This also includes donations for the Diocesan Annual
Appeal. Thank You!
Please support the Retirement Fund for Religious
Elderly Catholic sisters, brothers, and religious order priests
need your help. All of us, in some way or another, have benefitted from their many years of service in Catholic schools,
hospitals, and parishes. Your gift to the national Retirement
Fund for Religious provides funding for medication, nursing
care, and more. The collection for this campaign will be
at Holy Mass the weekend of December 8-9. Thank you
for your support! Roughly 94 percent of donations to the
fund directly aid senior religious and their communities.
Faith Formation News:

Men’s Round Table
This men’s group will be starting at Saint Lawrence!
The purpose of the group is to provide assistance in the parish with
various projects and activities in response to identified needs and
problems as they arise. The group is sponsored by the Knights of
Columbus, but you do not need to be a member of the K of C to
participate.
We expect to meet two or three times a year, as needed, to plan
our activities and projects. This is a much needed ministry!

Wednesday, December 19 is our annual Family night/Christmas Contact Ron Lorbeck if you have any question or if you would like
Party. Join us at 6:00 p.m. in the Gathering Hall. We will walk to join the group: 715-325-2833.
from Saint Lawrence to the 10th Avenue Apartments. After sharing some Christmas carols with the folks there, we will have cookThank you! As you may remember
ies, hot chocolate and hot apple cider. This is always a great time!
we shared a need for help with
Christmas presents and Christmas
The program, “Who Am I To Judge? Responding to Relativism
dinner for a Grandmother and her
with Logic and Love” has begun. If you are interested in having a expanded family of five grandchildren. Thanks to the generosity of
better understanding about what is really going on in our culture so many of you, we will be able to help this family have a blessed
today, it is not too late to start. Contact Dave Ecke to pick up the Christmas. We hope this will be the beginning of a long friendship
materials so you can start when we resume the program on with this family. Please keep this family in your prayers. If you have
Wednesday, January 9, 2019. You will be glad you did.
any questions or concerns please call Wendy during regular office
hours. Again, thank you and may God continue to bless us all!
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Liturgical Roles – December 22 & 23
Eucharist

6:00PM – Patrick Ruesch
10:30AM - Ken Lila

Hospitality

6:00PM – Tom & Val Pankonen
10:30AM – Greg Pesko & Bobette Plowman

Lector

6:00PM – Connie Landry
10:30AM – Jim Lorbeck

Altar

6:00PM - Evan and Emma Ruesch
10:30AM - Dan and Wyatt Erdmann

Music

6:00PM - Ann Ruesch/Lee Tritz
10:30AM - Mary Pat Erdmann/Janet Alekna

Stewardship Bulletin Reflection
December 16, 2018 — Third Sunday of Advent
We have arrived at Gaudete Sunday
(Gaudete is the Latin word for
“rejoice”) this Third Week of Advent,
and the Scriptures take on a joyful
tone as we continue our preparations
for the feast of our Savior’s birth.
Our Second Reading gives us cause for joy as St Paul reminds us, “The Lord is near. Have no anxiety at all….” Then
he gives us a prescription for maintaining this peace: “In
everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, make
your requests known to God. Then the peace of God that
surpasses all understanding will guard your hearts and
minds in Christ Jesus.” Paul’s instructions for obtaining
peace come as an early Christmas gift. They remind us that
we can and should go to God with all our needs and present them to Him along with our thanks. This guidance calls
to mind a vital aspect of a stewardship way of life: gratitude
to God in response to His great love and countless gifts to
us.
The Gospel passage, from Luke, shows us how to live
out this thanks, making our lives a “Christmas gift” to Christ
in joyful response to His love for us. When the crowds hear
John the Baptist’s message that their Savior is coming, they
ask him what they should do to prepare. He responds,
“Whoever has two cloaks should share with the person who
has none. And whoever has food should do the same.” He
tells tax collectors to stop collecting more than is prescribed
and soldiers, to be satisfied with their wages. In other
words, he tells them to be good and generous stewards of
all God’s gifts to them!
As the great feast of Christmas draws near, let us rejoice in
Christ’s extravagant love. Let’s avail ourselves of the peace
He longs to give us. And let’s look carefully at our lives to
make sure we are indeed making of them a gift fitting for
Him.

Knights of Columbus Events
December 16: Council Christmas Party at the K of C Clubhouse. Chowder served at 3:00pm, Bingo following. All
family members invited. Call Mark Shawbitz (715)323-3546
or Bill Plante at (715)421-1698 for reservations.
December 21: Golden Mass at Assumption. Mass will be
at 10:00 am. Fourth Degree Honor Guard, please be there
by 9:30 am.

Assumption School News
12/21-Golden Mass 10:00 @ AHS Gymnasium
Thank you for supporting our Christmas season by attending
our musical events with the children.
Don’t forget the love of reading when choosing gifts for your
loved ones. Practice makes perfect. Thank you for supporting
our book fair at St. Vincent de Paul School this month. The
next book fair will be at OLQH during Catholic Schools Week
at the end of January.

DO YOU LONG FOR FINANCIAL PEACE?
What would happen if the people of God starting
handling money God’s way? In the last FINANCIAL
PEACE UNIVERSITY, parishioners paid off $145,000 in
debt, made available $8,100 liquid funds, and eliminated
20 credit cards!
Sign up for our next class that begins January 22,
and bring a friend. Go to https://fpu.com/1075799 or
email the coordinator Teri Jaeger at tjktri@gmail.com for
assistance.
You work too hard to get to the end of your life and
have nothing to show for it.

Mini-retreat for Couples
Jan. 12, 9:30am-2:30pm at St. John’s in Marshfield - A short,
powerful retreat called GIVEN is being offered for couples
who are married, dating, and engaged. You will CELEBRATE
marriage with other couples through engaging talks,
lively music, adoration, prayer & reconciliation.
Cost: $25 for Engaged Couples & $40 for Married or
Dating Couples; Babysitting is available; RSVP needed.
Sign up here: http://diolc.org/marriage/marriage-enrichment/
Holy Days of Obligation
There are six Holy Days of Obligation in the United States. Although
we would benefit beyond belief by daily Mass attendance, this is not
always practical so our Mother Church has given us guidelines to help
us know the best times to attend Mass for our happiness and for the
salvation of our souls. Every Sunday is a Holy Day of Obligation!
Then: January 1, Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God
Thursday of the 6th week of Easter, the Ascension.
August 15, Solemnity of the Assumption of Mary
November 1, Solemnity of All Saints
December 8, Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception
December 25, Solemnity of the Nativity of our Lord Jesus
Mark you calendars, we have two coming up quickly! God Bless!

Advertiser of the Week
Please support the businesses that
advertise on the backs of our bulletins
and pray for them. Because of them,
there is no cost to our parish for publishing our bulletins!

